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STATE OF ARIZONA 
DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 
 

 
AUTHORITY AND ELIGIBILITY 
 
The Public Assistance Program provides supplemental aid to State, County, and local 
government agencies and political subdivisions to help them recover from disasters as 
quickly as possible.  Disasters may be natural or man-made such as hurricanes, 
tornadoes, storms, droughts, wildland fire, flood and explosion.  The effects of disasters 
may be limited to a single community or widespread such as floods or hurricanes 
affecting several states.   
 
The Arizona Revised Statutes §§ 26-301 et seq., 35-192 et seq. is the authority for the 
State to provide emergency assistance to state agencies and local jurisdictions to 
recover from the damages incurred as a result of a disaster.  The Governor may provide 
state assistance to supplement state agencies’ and political subdivisions’ efforts and 
capabilities to save lives, protect property and public health and safety, or to lessen or 
avert the threat of a disaster in Arizona.  Title 8. Emergency and Military Affairs, 
Chapter 2. Department of Emergency and Military Affairs Division of 
Emergency Management Supp.03-1 details the state’s authority to provide this 
assistance. 
 
If recovery from the event exceeds the capability of the state, the Governor may 
request a Federal Declaration through the FEMA Regional Office.  Title 44 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 206-Federal Disaster Assistance for 
Disasters Declared on or after November 23, 1988 provides rules, policies and 
procedures issued by FEMA.  These regulations are followed by FEMA in the 
implementation and administration of federal disaster programs.  The regulations 
applicable to the Public Assistance (PA) Program are contained in Subparts G, H, and I.  
The regulations set forth in Parts 9 (Floodplain Management and Protection of the 
Wetlands), 10 (Environmental Considerations), 13 (“Common Rule” of Grant 
Administration), and 14 (Audits) of 44CFR are also applicable to projects funded under 
the PA Program. 
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 
 

State Agencies 
Political Subdivisions 

 
Political Subdivision means any county, incorporated city or town, or school, community 
college or other tax-levying public improvement district. 
 
ELIGIBLE FACILITIES 

 
Eligible Facilities are those owned by the State or Political Subdivisions of the state:  
 

(A) Any flood control, navigation, irrigation, reclamation, public power, sewage 
treatment and collection, water supply and distribution, watershed development 
or airport facility. 

 
(B) Any non-Federal-aid street, road or highway 

 
(C) Any other public building, structure, or system, including those used for 

educational, recreational, or cultural purposes. 
 

(D) Any park 
 
PRIVATE NONPROFIT FACILITY 
 
The Arizona State Statutes preclude assistance to Private Nonprofit Facilities (PNP) 
under a state disaster declaration.  PNPs, however, may be covered by a Federal 
Disaster Declaration. 
 
Private Nonprofit Facility (PNP) means private nonprofit educational, utility, emergency, 
medical rehabilitation, and temporary or permanent custodial care facilities (including 
those for the aged and disabled), other private nonprofit facilities which provide 
essential services of a governmental nature to the general public, and facilities on 
Indian reservations as defined by the President. 
 
ELIGIBLE WORK 
 
Eligible Work is based on the following criteria: 
 

(A)  It must be a direct result of the declared disaster. 
 

(B)  Located within the designated disaster area. 
 

(C)  It must be the legal responsibility of the eligible applicant. 
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Eligible Work is divided into two types of work, emergency and permanent, and then 
further divided into seven difference categories of work: 
 
 Emergency Work 

1. Category A – Debris Removal 
2. Category B – Emergency Protective Measures 

 
Permanent Work 

3. Category C – Roads and Bridges 
4. Category D – Water Control Facilities 
5. Category E – Buildings and Equipment 
6. Category F – Utilities 
7. Category G – Parks, Recreational Facilities and Other Items 

 
ELIGIBLE COSTS 
 
Not all costs incurred in responding or recovering from a declared event are considered 
eligible for reimbursement under the Public Assistance Program.  Eligible Costs must be: 
 

(A)  Reasonable and necessary to accomplish the work. 
 

(B)  Compliant with State and local procurement procedures.  (During a Federal 
Declaration of Emergency applicants must also comply with Federal procedures.) 
 

(C) Reduced by all applicable credits such as insurance proceeds or salvage values. 
 

The eligible costs apply to those direct costs incurred such as labor, equipment, 
materials or contracts awarded for the performance of eligible work.  Title 8. 
Emergency and Military Affairs, Chapter 2. Department of Emergency and 
Military Affairs Division of Emergency Management Supp.03-1, section 313 
describes Allowable Claims Against the Fund for a State declared event.  
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